ex-Member of Congress from Brooklyn, and two or three
other gentlemen. Mr. Cook opened the subject by present-
ing me a resolution, adopted unanimously by the National
Committee, complaining in general terms that the em-
ploye's of the Brooklyn Navy Yard were, a majority of
them, opposed to the Administration. He also presented a
paper which the President had given him from certain
persons in Massachusetts and New Hampshire, complain-
ing in a similar manner of the condition of affairs in the
Charlestown and Kittery navy yards. Our interview was
long, and matters were pretty fully gone into. After read-
ing the papers, I stated that these were charges in general
terms, and asked if they had any specific facts, anything
tangible for us to inquire into. Was there any case within
their knowledge, or the knowledge of any one to whom
they could refer, of wrong, of disloyalty, of offensive po-
litical bearing? They were evidently unprepared to an-
swer. Mr. Cook said he had understood there were some
warrant officers who ought to be removed. I explained
there were naval officers and there were civilians in the
Navy Yards. The former were detailed to duty, the latter
are appointees of the Department. The masters are ap-
pointed by the Department arid they employ all the work-
men, subject to the approval of the chiefs of their respect-
ive departments. I had appointed and retained all the
masters in Brooklyn by the advice of Mr. Humphrey and
his associates. If there were any improper persons em-
ployed there, it was by the masters thus selected on Mr.
Humphrey's recommendation. Mr. Cook said he had not
fully understood this matter. Mr. Humphrey said there
were a good many disloyal men in the yard. I requested
him to point them out, to give me their names, to specify
one. He was not prepared, nor were either of the men with
him. Mr. Humphrey said that a majority of the men in the
yard were Copperheads, opposed to the Administration. I
asked him how he knew that to be the case, for I could not
credit it. He said he had been told so, and appealed to the